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SCDC’s Christmas Market

This year’s annual South Cambs Christmas Market will take place at Cambourne Village College Sheepfold Lane,
CB23 6FR on Saturday 7th December between 11am and 3pm.

This year's event promises to be the biggest yet, with close to 100 independent traders participating, presenting
a range of Christmas arts and crafts, gift ideas, food, decorative pieces and more. A number of food trucks and
pop-up cafes will provide refreshments and Mrs Claus' Workshop will be opening its doors this year with a host
of activities for families to participate in.

Six Free Trees

SCDC is again offering Six Free Trees (or a large potted tree) to parish councils across the district to help create
habitats and food for wildlife, while also playing a small part in the battle against climate change. The Six Free
Trees campaign is now into its fifth year during which more than 750 trees have been planted across the district.
Parish Councils have until 20th December 2024 to apply, selecting from a list of native species including field
maple, alder, silver birch, hornbeam, hawthorn, beech, wild cherry, oak, rowan and crab apple. Bio-based and
compostable guards, stakes and ties will also be supplied. The trees will be delivered in January 2025. More
information can be found here: Free trees for South Cambridgeshire towns and villages

SCDC contacts hundreds of South Cambs residents who could be claiming Pension Credit

As mentioned in last month’s report, recent government changes have restricted access to the Winter Fuel
Payment with only pensioners who receive a means-tested benefit, such as Pension Credit, now able to receive
it. It is estimated that as many as 880,000 eligible households in the UK are currently not claiming the benefit.
As part of its continued cost-of-living support for residents, SCDC is using innovative software to better target
its support and advice to residents, using data that they have already provided. Using this software, the council
has now contacted nearly 300 households who may be missing out on the Winter Fuel Payment and is urging all
pensioners in the district to check their entitlements.

The following eligibility criteria applies for the Winter Fuel Payment are if you are over the State Pension age
and are receiving one of the following benefits:

. Income Support

. Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

. Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

J Pension Credit

. Universal Credit (for example, through a joint claim with your partner).

You must have been eligible between 16 and 22 September 2024 (known as the ‘qualifying week’) to receive the
Winter Fuel Payment this winter. It is, however, still possible for qualifying residents to receive the payment this
winter if they apply for Pension Credit by 21 December 2024 and backdate their application to 21 September
2024. It is stressed that this must be done by 21 December. More information is available here:
www.gov.uk/pension-credit/how-to-claim and for additional advice and support, email SCDC's local partner
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Hope CIC at office@hopeagainst.org or call them on 07474 725477. More information about SCDC’s cost-of-

living support programme can be found here: Cost of living support - South Cambs District Council

Consultations launched on new planning development guidance documents

The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning service (for SCDC and Cambridge City Council) recently launched a
consultation on three Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs). SPDs provide further information and
detailed guidance on policies in the councils’ Local Plans and provide developers and infrastructure providers
with clearer expectations for new schemes. The SPDs should also streamline the planning process and lead to
higher quality developments across the Greater Cambridge area. The three draft documents under the
consultation are:

e Planning Obligations: section 106 financial contributions which mitigate the impact of new development
on homes or businesses.

e Health Impact Assessment: the impact of development on health and wellbeing.

e Cambridge Biomedical Campus (Addenbrookes): creating a well-integrated campus that benefits those
working and receiving care there, and in the wider district.

The consultation is open until 24 January 2025 and the feedback gathered will play a crucial role in shaping the
final documents, which are set to be completed in Spring 2025. More information and links to the consultation
can be found here: Consultations launched on new development guidance documents

Bringing Empty Properties Back Into Use

SCDC estimates that there are around 2,640 empty properties in the district. This seems perverse when there is
a serious shortage of homes in the district (especially smaller, more affordable ones) and so the council has
recently voted to address the problem by introducing a new policy on Council Tax premiums for empty
properties.

In future, properties standing empty after 2 years will pay £400 (100% increase), after 5 years they will pay £600
(200% increase) and after 10 years they will pay £800 (300% increase) although there will be some exemptions.

The changes will come into force in April 2026. More information can be found here: Empty homes - South
Cambs District Council

COUNCILS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND
GOVERNMENT FUNDED ORGANISATIONS

If you have a problem or concern do not worry too much about who can solve it just ask the question and we
will endeavour to signpost to the right person. The organisational structure of Cambridgeshire is complex, but
it is important to identify where responsibility lies.

County Council

Responsibilities: Education, Transport, Highways, Heritage, Social care, Libraries, Trading standards, -
Waste management, Maintaining their estate.

Some of these services are shared between Peterborough City Council and Cambridgeshire County Council
but any concerns should be directed to the county council.

District Council
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Responsibilities: Council tax payments and benefits, Household bin collections, Housing and housing
benefits, Council leisure facilities, Environmental health, Residential planning.

Parish/ Town Council

Responsibilities: Looking after community buildings, Open spaces, Allotments, Play Areas, Bus shelters.

Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP)

‘The local delivery body for a City Deal with central Government worth up to £500 million over 15 years, to
vital improvements in infrastructure (decarbonising transport), supporting and accelerating the creation of
44,000 new jobs, 33,500 new homes and 420 additional apprenticeships.’

Partnership between Cambridge City Council, Cambridgeshire County Council, South Cambridgeshire
District Council, University of Cambridge.

The Combined Authority, Cambridge and Peterborough, our elected Mayor

‘A combined authority (CA) is a legal body set up using national legislation that enables a group of two or
more councils to collaborate and take collective decisions across council boundaries.’

What our mayor does — Business support, skills, housing, transport, environment, international, digital
connectivity, resilience, research, and strategy. New homes.

Police and Crime Commissioner, Cambridge and Peterborough

To support and challenge the Chief Constable to provide effective and efficient policing services for the
area.

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority

The Fire Authority is the governing body responsible for delivering a fire and rescue service to
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. It is made up of Cambridgeshire County Councillors and Peterborough
City Councillors.

CONTACT DETAILS

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the above, or any other matters.

ClIr Natalie Warren-Green for Longstanton Ward including Longstanton, Northstowe, and Oakington &
Westwick
Email: cllr.warrengreen@scambs.gov.uk

For those on social media we have a highly active Facebook group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2066298150052161/ - Longstanton, Oakington and Northstowe
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